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complete antesthesia of the perineum. During the past year the author 
has used this local anicsthctic in all his plastic work, especially in cases 
of prolapsus when laparotomy Is not indicated. 


The Mesometrium in Cancer of the Uterus.— Theilhaber and Hal- 
linger (Archiv fur Gynakologic , 1904, Bd. bcdii.) examined the uterine 
parenchyma in 20 cases of uterine cancer. In all there was marked 
hypertrophy of the mesometrium. In 16 cases of cancer of the cervix 
the muscular wall was hypertrophied in 8; in 4 there was marked hyper¬ 
plasia of the muscular tissue; in the others of the connective tissue. 
There was no appreciable change in the endometrium, except in one 
instance; 12 cases of intracervical cancer showed accompanying dis¬ 
ease of the body of the uterus—a strong argument against high ampu¬ 
tation. 


Premenstrual Congestion of the Thyroid Gland.— Le Roy and Dela- 
fosse (J our. dcs sciences m£d. de Lille, March 3, 1905) report the case 
of an amende young girl with amenorrhcea, who had a marked conges¬ 
tion of the thyroid, which occurred at the time when the menstrual now 
should have appeared and lasted for eight days, attended by a marked 
viscus. They argue from this a close relation between the gland and 
the function of ovulation, even when menstruation is absent. 


Injections of Paraffin in Prolapsus Uteri.— Bardebben (Mcdiz. Blatter; 
La gynecologic, 1905, No. 3) reports 12 cases treated in the follow¬ 
ing manner: The vagina is tamponed with gauze saturated with alco¬ 
hol and xylol, after which melted paraffin is poured in and tightly 
packed in place as it cools, with a spatula. If there is a discharge from 
the uterus its cavity is first cauterized with nitrate of silver. It is 
important that there should be no lesions of the vaginal mucosa. 

The treatment is only palliative and is not intended to take the place 
of surgical intervention. 


Curability of Cancer of the Uterus.— Runge ( Therapic der Gegenwari, 
1905, No. 6), in reviewing the records of the Gottingen Clinic for ten 
years, found that 0.47 per cent, of all patients suffered from uterine 
cancer, while in his private clinic the proportion was 1.27 per cent. 
Of the former patients, 26 per cent, were operable.; of the latter, 52.3 
per cent., due to the high intelligence of the better classes. 

The primary mortality after operation was 13 per cent.; 61 per cent, 
remained well for five years. Comparing the number of operatic cases 
with the cures, the percentage was 14.8; or, considering also the primary 
mortality, 12.9 per cent. 

Conservative Myomectomy.— Martin (Zentralblatt fur Gynakologic, 
1905, No. 41) reports 280 operations, with a mortality of 5 per cent. 
In 12 cases new tumors developed, 8 patients having suen severe 
symptoms as to require a second operation. The writer has found that 
the preservation of the function of menstruation and the possibility of 
conception more than offset in the patient’s mind the fear of a second 
operation. The fear that rupture of the parturient uterus may occur 
after myomectomy need not be entertained, since conception rarely 
follows the operation. The pains which persist after the conservative 
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operation are due to disease of the adnexa or endometrium. The writer 
always opens the uterus and treats the diseased mucous membrane. 

Primary Cancer of the Clitoris.— Jacoby (Monateschrift fCLr Geb. u. 
Gyn., 1904, No. 19) has collected 40 authentic cases, 25 others being 
doubtful, and adds 2 which came under his own observation. In the 
first case the patient being fifty-six years of age, recurrence took^ place 
in the inguinal glands two years after ablation of the clitoris; in the 
second there was no trace of disease two years after operation. 
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Examinations of the Ears of Railway Employes.— Sachs (Archiv /. 
OhTcnhcilkunde, Band Ixv., Heft 1 and 2) presents statistics obtained 
from the examination of the ears of 376 trainmen on the Prussian 
State Railroads. He divides these railroad employes into two classes. 
The first class includes conductors, baggagemasters, guards, and 
brakemen, and the second class the locomotive firemen and engineers. 
Of the first class 155 were examined; of the second 221. 

Of 155 of the first class, 99, or about 60 per cent., had normal hear¬ 
ing; 42, about 32 per cent., had slight ear affections, which could have 
no effect on the efficiency of their service, and only 14, or about 8 per 
cent., had the hearing greatly decreased as the result of middle-ear or 
labyrinth affections. This small percentage is what would be expected 
among employes in other occupations, and Sachs therefore concludes 
that the employment on trains (not including that of locomotive firemen 
and engineers) does not materially affect the hearing. 

The conclusions arrived at from the examination of employes of the 
second class, namely, firemen and engineers on the locomotives, were, 
however, quite different; 115 firemen and 106 engineers were exam¬ 
ined. On the railroads, the employes of which Sachs examined, an 
apprenticeship in the machine shops of several years is required of the 
firemen on the locomotives. Therefore, in considering the effect of 
occupations on the hearing in the case of the firemen, it is probable that 
the exposure to loud noises, in enclosed spaces during this apprentice¬ 
ship, had a deleterious effect. Of the 115 firemen, 73, or about 60 per 
cent., had normal hearing with normal condition of the ears objec¬ 
tively; 30, or about 25 per cent., had a slight diminution of the hearing 
resulting from labyrinth or from middle-ear affections, and only 12, 
or about 10 per cent, had a considerable diminution in the hearing. 
(The maximum hearing distance in this 10 per cent, being 1.5 metres 
for the whispered voice.) 



